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being M. L. Wheat and A. J. Westfall. He also
presided at some of the sessions, relieving
Senator William Peffer of Kansas who was
permanent chairman. Senator Peffer, Con-
gressman Jerry Simpson of Kansas, General
Weaver, and Ignatius Donnelly of Minnesota
were mentioned as prominent candidates of the
new party for President at the next election.246
It was assumed that the party would make an
independent nomination in 1892, and its recent
record indicated that it would prove a formid-
able competitor. Conceivably it might nominate
a candidate who might be elected; actually it
did help to defeat the Republican candidate and
reelect Cleveland.

There were a number of other preliminary
meetings in the course of the formation of the
new Populist party, and General Weaver seems
to have attended all of them. He was at Indian-
apolis in November, 1891, where the Supreme
Council of the Southern Alliance was in session,
and was " called for and made a speech on the
general situation, which was received with
enthusiasm." Late in January, 1892, he was
present at a Eeform conference in Chicago, the
purpose of which was, according to Miss
Prances B. Willard, who presided, "to form a
union of all the reform elements of the coun-
try." Weaver was described as speaking "at
some length favoring the plan." He was also